
HARDWARE PORTFOLIO & ECOSYSTEM MAPPING

Enterprise Access Point and Switching Reference

To successfully align networking strategies with the Gartner Market Guide/Magic Quadrant for Enterprise Wired

and Wireless LAN Infrastructure, technical leaders must understand how vendor cloud management platforms

map down to their physical enterprise hardware portfolios. Below is the comprehensive structural analysis of the

primary hardware solutions across the leading vendor ecosystems.

1. Juniper Networks (Powered by Mist AI)

Juniper relies heavily on its industry-leading  Mist AI cloud platform. The entire hardware portfolio is designed

natively to stream telemetry directly to the Mist cloud to facilitate real-time autonomous remediation.

Wireless AP Models (Mist Series):

AP45 & AP43 Series: Flagship, high-density Wi-Fi 6E/Wi-Fi 7 access points equipped with virtual Bluetooth

LE (vBLE) antenna arrays for precise indoor location analytics.

AP34 & AP24 Series: Tailored for mid-density enterprise offices and remote branch deployments.

BT11: A dedicated Bluetooth LE gateway focused exclusively on assets and indoor tracking services.

Wired Switching Models (EX Series):

EX4400 Series: Advanced campus access switches supporting modern cloud-native EVPN-VXLAN network

fabrics and deep telemetry streaming.

EX4100 Series: Cost-effective enterprise edge access switches with AI-driven onboarding.

EX9200 & EX4650 Series: High-performance modular core and dense aggregation switches.

2. HPE Aruba Networking (Aruba Central Ecosystem)

HPE  Aruba  emphasizes  flexible  Campus  NaaS architectures  and  deep  automation  via  Aruba  Central.  Its

hardware portfolio runs on the unified AOS-CX operating system, offering a uniform software layer from edge to

data center.

Wireless AP Models:

Aruba 730 Series: Ultra-high-performance Wi-Fi 7 access points targeting demanding, high-density

environments.

Aruba 630 & 650 Series: Flagship corporate campus Wi-Fi 6E APs delivering multi-gigabit capabilities.

Aruba 500 & 510 Series: Standard Wi-Fi 6 models optimized for standard mid-market offices.

Wired Switching Models (CX Series):

Aruba CX 6200 & 6300 Series: Scalable access and stackable aggregation switches offering built-in

analytics engines.

Aruba CX 6400 Series: High-density modular chassis systems providing core and aggregation layers for

large-scale campuses.

Aruba CX 8000/9000 Series: High-throughput core and top-of-rack data center architectures.
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3. Cisco (Catalyst & Meraki Portfolios)

Cisco utilizes a dual-track hardware approach unified under its  AgenticOps and  Catalyst Center orchestration

layers to deliver cross-domain network management visibility.

Wireless AP Models:

Catalyst 9100 Series (9130 / 9160): Heavy-duty enterprise Wi-Fi 6E/7 APs running IOS-XE, engineered for

critical corporate loads.

Meraki MR Series (MR57 / MR48): Cloud-native, zero-touch deployment access points managed entirely

via the cloud-based Meraki dashboard.

Wired Switching Models:

Catalyst 9300 & 9400 Series: The industry-standard enterprise access layer (stackable/modular) built for

robust micro-segmentation.

Catalyst 9500 & 9600 Series: High-bandwidth modular core switches designed for massive campus traffic

distribution.

Meraki MS Series (MS130 / MS250): Cloud-managed switches optimized for highly distributed branch

offices.

4. Fortinet (The Secure Networking Fabric)

Fortinet diverges from traditional networking silos by natively managing all switches and APs directly through a

central FortiGate Next-Generation Firewall via the FortiLink protocol, extending security policies to the physical

layer.

Wireless AP Models (FortiAP Series):

FortiAP 431G & 433G: High-performance Wi-Fi 6E / Wi-Fi 7 access points optimized for dedicated security

scanning.

FortiAP 231F / 234F: Indoor/outdoor ruggedized models built for branch offices and challenging

environments.

Wired Switching Models (FortiSwitch Series):

FortiSwitch 100 & 200 Series: Entry-level, high-value PoE access switches for distributed branch sites.

FortiSwitch 400 & 500 Series: Mid-tier campus access line supporting secure onboarding via FortiLink.

FortiSwitch 1000 & 3000 Series: Core, high-throughput switches designed to feed internal traffic securely

through FortiGate firewalls.
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5. Extreme Networks (ExtremeCloud IQ Fabric)

Extreme focuses heavily on reducing complexity via its  ExtremeCloud IQ console and a unified network fabric

capable of seamlessly connecting diverse physical platforms.

Wireless AP Models (Universal APs):

AP5000 Series (AP5010 / AP5050): Universal Wi-Fi 6E/7 access points capable of running multiple

operating systems depending on the cloud system selected.

AP4000 & AP3000 Series: Low-profile, highly efficient cloud-native Wi-Fi APs.

Wired Switching Models (Universal Switches):

Extreme 5000 Series (5520 / 5720): Universal edge/aggregation switches built for fast virtual deployment

via Extreme Fabric Connect.

Extreme 7000 Series: High-density core switches designed for large corporate campus networks.

Comparative Architectural Matrix

Feature / Goal Cisco / HPE Aruba Juniper Mist / Extreme Fortinet

Primary Architectural

Strength

Unmatched portfolio breadth,

hardware depth, and multi-

generational stability.

Best-in-class automated

AIOps engines and highly

simplified network fabrics.

Native network-

security

convergence (Zero

Trust architecture

straight out of the

box).

Standard Switch

Reference

Catalyst 9300 / Aruba CX

6300

Juniper EX4400 / Extreme

5520

FortiSwitch 424E

Standard AP Reference Catalyst 9166 / Aruba 730 Mist AP45 / Extreme

AP5010

FortiAP 431G
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